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Finding coughing patients 
is the first step in FAST!
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FAST 
for General Medical Settings

Act

ACT

Act

A patient enters the 
clinic and is greeted 
by a cough officer

The patient 
provides 
a sputum 
sample

A lab technician 
examines the 
sputum sample 
for TB
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A nurse separates the patient 
away from other patients after 
sample is given to the lab

The lab technician gives the 
test result to the nurse

The nurse 
explains 
the test 
result to 
the patient

The patient 
starts effective 
TB treatment

The cough officer 
identifies coughers 
and separates them into 
an area away from other 
patients
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FAST 
for TB Settings

Act

ACT

Act

An admitted patient or 
a patient entering a TB 
setting should be tested 
for MDR-TB right away.

The patient 
provides a 
sputum sample

The nurse gives the 
lab technician the 
sputum sample

The patient starts 
effective MDR-TB 
treatment

The lab technician 
examines the sputum 
sample for MDR-TB

The lab technician 
gives the test results 
to the nurse

The nurse reviews 
the test result

The nurse explains 
the test result to the 
patient
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